§15a

§15a. Repealed. Pub. L. 95-405, §24, Sept. 30,
1978, 92 Stat. 877

Section, Pub. L. 93-463, title II, §217, Oct. 23, 1974, 88
Stat. 1405, related to leverage contracts for gold and
silver. See section 23(b) of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL

Repeal effective Oct. 1, 1978, see section 28 of Pub. L.
95-405, set out as an Effective Date of 1978 Amendment
note under section 2 of this title.

§ 15b. Cotton futures contracts

(a) Short title

This section may be cited as the
States Cotton Futures Act”.

(b) Repeal of tax on cotton futures

Subchapter D of chapter 39 of title 26 (relating
to tax on cotton futures) is repealed.

(c) Definitions
For purposes of this section—
(1) Cotton futures contract

“United

The term ‘‘cotton futures contract’” means
any contract of sale of cotton for future deliv-
ery made at, on, or in any exchange, board of
trade, or similar institution or place of busi-
ness which has been designated a ‘‘contract
market” by the Commodity Futures Trading
Commission pursuant to the Commodity Ex-
change Act [7 U.S.C. 1 et seq.] and the term
“‘contract of sale” as so used shall be held to
include sales, agreements of sale, and agree-
ments to sell, except that any cotton futures
contract that, by its terms, is settled in cash
is excluded from the coverage of this para-
graph and section.

(2) Future delivery

The term ‘‘future delivery’’ shall not include
any cash sale of cotton for deferred shipment
or delivery.

(3) Person

The term ‘‘person’ includes an individual,
trust, estate, partnership, association, com-
pany, or corporation.

(4) Secretary

The term ‘‘Secretary’ means the Secretary
of Agriculture of the United States.

(5) Standards

The term ‘‘standards’” means the official
cotton standards of the United States estab-
lished by the Secretary pursuant to the United
States Cotton Standards Act, as amended [7
U.S.C. 51 et seq.].

(d) Bona fide spot markets and commercial dif-
ferences

(1) Definition

For purposes of this section, the only mar-
kets which shall be considered bona fide spot
markets shall be those which the Secretary
shall, from time to time, after investigation,
determine and designate to be such, and of
which he shall give public notice.

(2) Determination

In determining, pursuant to the provisions
of this section, what markets are bona fide
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spot markets, the Secretary is directed to con-
sider only markets in which spot cotton is sold
in such volume and under such conditions as
customarily to reflect accurately the value of
middling cotton and the differences between
the prices or values of middling cotton and of
other grades of cotton for which standards
shall have been established by the Secretary;
except that if there are not sufficient places,
in the markets of which are made bona fide
sales of spot cotton of grades for which stand-
ards are established by the Secretary, to en-
able him to designate at least five spot mar-
kets in accordance with subsection (f)(3) of
this section, he shall, from data as to spot
sales collected by him, make rules and regula-
tions for determining the actual commercial
differences in the value of spot cotton of the
grades established by him as reflected by bona
fide sales of spot cotton, of the same or dif-
ferent grades, in the market selected and des-
ignated by him, from time to time, for that
purpose, and in that event differences in value
of cotton of various grades involved in con-
tracts made pursuant to subsection (f)(1) and
(2) of this section shall be determined in com-
pliance with such rules and regulations. It
shall be the duty of any person engaged in the
business of dealing in cotton, when requested
by the Secretary or any agent acting under his
instructions, to answer correctly to the best of
his knowledge, under oath or otherwise, all
questions touching his knowledge of the num-
ber of bales, the classification, the price or
bona fide price offered, and other terms of pur-
chase or sale, of any cotton involved in any
transaction participated in by him, or to
produce all books, letters, papers, or docu-
ments in his possession or under his control
relating to such matter.

(3) Withholding information

Any person engaged in the business of deal-
ing in cotton who shall, within a reasonable
time prescribed by the Secretary or any agent
acting under his instructions, willfully fail or
refuse to answer questions or to produce
books, letters, papers, or documents, as re-
quired under paragraph (2) of this subsection,
or who shall willfully give any answer that is
false or misleading, shall, upon conviction
thereof, be fined not more than $500.

(e) Form and validity of cotton futures contracts

Each cotton futures contract shall be a basis
grade contract, or a tendered grade contract, or
a specific grade contract as specified in sub-
sections (f), (g), or (h) of this section and shall
be in writing plainly stating, or evidenced by
written memorandum showing, the terms of
such contract, including the quantity of the cot-
ton involved and the names and addresses of the
seller and buyer in such contract, and shall be
signed by the party to be charged, or by his
agent in his behalf. No cotton futures contract
which does not conform to such requirements
shall be enforceable by, or on behalf of, any
party to such contract or his privies.



